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General Japanese Course at Hokkaido University '!3

We offer Japanese language courses which encourage international and Japanese students to study
together and to connect with society. General Japanese Course at eight levels include Introductory
1 to 4, Intermediate 1 to 3, and Advanced. The curricula of Intermediate and Advanced courses are

based on “Hokkaido University Japanese Standards.”

1. What is “"Hokkaido University Japanese Standards”?

In the latest language pedagogy, the pragmatic use of language is regarded as important in addition
to the knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. We have divided the Japanese language ability

necessary for academic or social life into three aspects: Interaction, Comprehension, and Expression.

(3) Expression

speaking and listening listening
daily conversation, TV, radio, broadcasting, .
. . presentation,
discussion, telephone announcements,
. speech, etc.
conversation, etc. lectures, etc.
.. . readin
writing and reading g
advertisements,
exchange of email newspapers, novels
& papers, ’ report, poster, etc.
messages academic papers, etc.

Please select the class from the table on page 7, considering the objectives and activities in each

class.
2. Semesters

First Semester April through August

Introductory level only Spring quarter April to Early June
Summer quarter Mid-June to August

Second Semester October through February

Introductory level only Fall quarter October to November
Winter quarter December to February

For the details of each class, refer to the Web site of Institute for the Advancement of Higher
Education (written in Japanese)
Japanese Language Courses (written in English)

https://www.global.hokudai.ac.jp/students/japanese-language-support/
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Levels and Classes in General Japanese Course

|I’T|TOdUC'|'O['y In the introductory course, students will study

basic grammar and vocabulary to develop a good
command of Japanese.

Introductory Grammar

This class will cover basic grammar using the fundamental textbooks Minna no Nihongo I & 2.

Introductory Oral Communication

This class is for those students who are taking, or who have already taken, the course
“Introductory Grammar.” Students will practice oral communication, applying what they have
learned in “Introductory Grammar.”

Introductory Kanji and Vocabulary

This class will study kanji and words necessary for daily life. Two types of classes are offered:
one is for students who come from Chinese character cultural areas, and the other is for students
who come from other areas.

Introductory Grammar Introductory Oral Introductory Kanji and
1-4 Communication 1-4 Vocabulary 1-2

|ﬂ1'ermedi0'|'e In the intermediate course, students will

improve three aspects of the Japanese language:
communication in the Interaction classes, listening and reading in the
Comprehension classes, and speaking and writing in the Expression
classes. Please select the class, considering what kind of ability you want
to improve.

Basic
The students will acquire fundamental skills.

Practical
This class is for those who are taking, or who have already taken, the “Basic” course. The
students will acquire practical skills by participating in class activities in Japanese.

Intermediate Interaction: Intermediate Comprehension: Intermediate Expression:
Basic 1-3/Practical 1-3 Basic 1-3/Practical 1-3 Basic 1-3/Practical 1-3

Advanced The advanced course also consists of classes focusing

on the three aspects of Interaction, Comprehension,
and Expression. The advanced course is divided into classes according to the
topics that students will study.Business Japanese class is for those who are
planning to work in Japan. The students will study business communication
as well as Japanese society and Japanese corporate culture. Select the
appropriate classes, considering what kind of topics you want to study.

Advanced
Advanced Advanced Comprehension:
Interaction: Expression: information Business
role-playing, project work, retrieval and Japanese
debate, etc. presentation, etc. analysis, listening

to lectures, etc.
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Objectives and Activities in Each Class or Level

0

Advanced

Interaction

Comprehension

Expression

Students will be able:

to write and speak appropriately
considering their purposes or
specific scenes,

to logically deliver their idea

to those who have different
opinions, and

to listen to and to summarize
other people's opinions

Examples of class activities

role-playing, debates on
social and political issues,
interviews, dialogue with
people outside the class

Students will be able:

to understand the detail of
content that is academic or
technical,

to collect and analyze
information necessary for
specific purposes, and

to organize information and
find a common theme or issue
among it.

Examples of class activities

information retrieval and
analysis, critical reading,
listening to understand video
contents on Japanese society,
listening to lectures at university

Students will be able:

to organize their opinion and
information and report orally or
in writing, and

to adjust their way of speaking
or writing, considering the
listeners or readers.

Examples of class activities

writing academic

reports, giving academic
presentations, writing a short
autobiography, submitting
an opinion to a newspaper,
giving an explanation using
original Japanese words

Intermediate 3

Students will be able:

to explain their idea effectively,
using various natural
expressions, and

to react flexibly to their partner's
response

Examples of class activities

role-playing in difficult
conditions (Basic)
debating on daily topics
(Practical)

creating a short film
(Practical)

Students will be able to
understand long and
complicated texts precisely

Examples of class activities

reading texts with 10 to 20
paragraphs or reading a
newspaper (Basic)

listening to oral explanation
or presentation (Basic)
reading web pages or PR
magazines (Practical)

Students will be able to express
complicated topics logically,
using relevant information.

Examples of class activities

writing reports (Basic)
correcting reports (Basic)
organizing and explaining
several kinds of information
(Practical)

Intermediate 2

Students will be able to deliver
their idea on complicated topics
in appropriate politeness.

Examples of class activities

conversation in various
scenes (Basic)
discussion (Basic)
voice over for an anime
(Practical)

Students will be able to grasp
the gist of contents by reading
or listening in various ways.

Examples of class activities

reading texts with three to
eight paragraphs (Basic)
listening to formal or casual
conversation (Basic)
‘biblio-battle’ (Practical)

Students will be able to express
the details of a topic, using
relevant information.

Examples of class activities

writing texts for description
or opinion (Basic)

speech (Basic)

oral presentation using
numerical data (Practical)

Intermediate 1

Students will be able to state
their opinion on abstract topics

Examples of class activities

conversation using
introductory grammar (Basic)
interview (Practical)

giving and receiving advice
(Practical)

Students will be able to understand
simple contents completely

Examples of class activities

dictation (Basic)

reading texts with two to
four paragraphs (Basic)
listening to TV commercials
or news (Practical)

Students will be able to express
the contents of different topics
in order, using appropriate
words and sentences.

Examples of class activities

writing texts with paragraphs
(Basic)

talking about their own
major field (Basic)

poster presentation (Practical)

Introductory 3-4

Students will be able:

(1) to have communication in an unfamiliar situation, using expressions they have already learned,
(2) to understand short and simple contents, and
(3) to express the contents about familiar topics in order

Introductory 1-2

Students will be able:

(1) to have communication, using fundamental expressions, when the partner is cooperative,
(2) to understand fundamental expressions that are often heard or seen, and
(3) to express familiar topics, using simple words and short sentences.
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